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Good afternoon, Senator Lesser, Representative Scanlon, and members of the Insurance 

Committee, 

 

In regards to HB 5366, I am an insulin dependent Type II Diabetic. I am also disabled with MS, 

and on a strict budget. I have had to make some tough choices over the years to afford my life-

saving medication. I have canceled doctor's appointments because I couldn't afford gas after 

paying for prescriptions. I have sold belongings on Ebay and craigslist to pay for my expenses 

like food and gas after buying insulin. I consider myself one of the lucky ones because I've 

managed one way or another to pay for insulin. My church has helped me with expenses on 

occasion. I take a short acting insulin before meals and a long acting insulin at night. I have taken 

less of the long acting one than I've been prescribed to make it last. Diabetic testing supplies are 

also very expensive. Insurance will only pay for 3 strips a day for testing blood sugar levels in 

my blood. My doctor wants me to test my levels more than 3 times a day. I was told by my 

pharmacist that the drug companies charge $150 per strip. I have a huge copay on the strips and I 

don't check my levels as often as I should because I can't afford it. The lancets to prick your 

fingers are not covered by insurance. When I travel to NH to visit my parents, I stock up on 

Lancers because they are much cheaper there. In closing, diabetes afflicts all kinds of people, 

rich or poor. All of us are being robbed by big pharma. The greed of big pharma is killing people 

and it needs to stop. I urge you to take a stand for your constituents and pass this landmark 

legislation.  

 

Peace, 

 

Cheryl A. Duade 

East Granby, CT  

 


